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On Dec. 11, some 86,000 miners ended a 57-day-old strike after union leaders signed an accord
with Prime Minister Armando Villanueva. The work stoppage cost Peru more than $300 million
dollars in mining export revenues, its principal source of foreign exchange. At least 6,000 miners
travelled to Lima to participate in daily street protests to demand that President Alan Garcia reached
an agreement with the miners' union. Villanueva said after signing the agreement that intense
negotiations over the past few days had led to a "peaceful and constructive solution." According to
the prime minister, "There were no victors or vanquished." Saul Cantoral, leader of the Federation
of Miners and Metalworkers of Peru, emphasized that the accord included the miners' primary
demand: that a single national contract proposal be negotiated. Cantoral said work in the mines
would return to normal in three days. On the same day, Sendero Luminoso guerrillas hijacked
a truck and distributed the 5,000 chickens aboard to miners in Lima. With the strike over, five
communist party congresspersons abandoned a fast at the Lima offices of the International Labor
Organization, a United Nations agency. Meanwhile, doctors, nurses and social security staff were
continued their strike. The doctors handed over responsibility for patients at 14 hospitals to the
government and said they would discharge 500 patients and admit and extremely serious cases
only. The two-week-old strike by the 45,000 social security employees demanding cost of living
increases has closed hospitals and clinics throughout Peru, even for emergency treatment. Some
12,000 Justice Ministry workers renewed a strike they had suspended for a week, and 2,000 public
sanitation workers in Lima declared an indefinite stoppage to demand a cost of living increase of $20
dollars per month. The capitals's streets were starting to overflow with un- collected trash by Dec.
12. (Basic data from AFP, 12/12/88, 12/13/88; Xinhua, 12/13/88)
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